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1. PURPOSE OF TRAVEL 

1.1 Background 

Councillor Alan Donnelly and Donna McLean, Emergency Planning Officer 
attended the 24th Annual KIMO Conference and AGM.  KIMO was founded by 
local municipalities with a shared concern for the environment.  KIMO 
(Kommunenes Internasjonale Miljøorganisasjon) is designed to give 
municipalities a political voice at the international level, to share best practice 
and to find solutions to marine political problems that affect coastal 
communities.  Unfortunately no delegate list was issued however, there 
appeared to be approximately 50 attendees from a range of countries 
including Scotland, Netherlands, Denmark and Norway with a mix of Officers 
and Politicians.   
 
1.2 Event Contents 
 
The event comprised: 

 5 presentations 

 A choice of “study” tour 

 The AGM 
 

A brief overview of the presentations is attached at Appendix A.   
 
The AGM minute will be issued in due course.  However, much of the debate 
focussed on funding, increasing membership and increasing members 
subscriptions.  Shetland Island Council have provided the Secretariat for 
KIMO since its creation 24 years ago.  Shetland Council have given KIMO 
International free secretariat  since its creation, but unfortunately due to 
financial reasons are no longer able to provide that support.  The challenge 
for KIMO is to find alternative Secretariat within its membership or pay for 
secretariat costs to Shetland Island Council.    It had been proposed to raise 



subscriptions by 15% for the next 2 years but this was opposed by the 
Netherlands.  There was a proposal for a 5% increase in subscriptions for a 
number of years to come and the remainder of the shortfall to come from 
KIMO savings.  This was agreed.   This is a short term solution and only 
possible for one year due to limited savings funds.  It was suggested to 
members that they consider whether they could provide the Secretariat – in 
effect funding it.  It is critical that this topic be resolved by December 2014. 
 

2. BENEFITS TO THE COUNCIL  
 
There is clearly a benefit in membership of KIMO and attendance at the 
Conference/AGM for in relation to the role of Elected Members in lobbying to 
keep the seas clean; and having the opportunity to be involved in, influence 
and benefit from said projects.   
 
At an Officer level, whilst I found the whole event extremely interesting and I 
feel very fortunate in being given this opportunity to participate, the 
conference covered only a limited aspect of coastal oil pollution which is my 
main area of work. 
 
I consider that future attendance by Officers at KIMO conferences should 
depend on the topics to be covered in the conference presentations.  I do 
consider that for this particular Conference an Officer from the Emergency 
Planning Unit was an appropriate choice.   
 
One aspect of the conference which I believe would enhance networking 
opportunities for those attending is a list of delegates with a brief description 
of their main areas of interest.  This would have allowed delegates to actively 
seek out those with common interests and thereby provide opportunities to 
share best practice, etc.  I have made this suggestion to the Conference 
Organiser and requested that this be considered for future events. 
 
Two of the presentations were academic and presented the issues and 
potential problems of plastic, micro plastics and nano plastics in seas.  This is 
not in my area of professional interest although I will provide copies of 
presentations, once received, to appropriate colleagues. Disappointingly, 
whilst these presentations presented evidence of problems, they did not 
include recommendations on how they might be resolved. 
 
Three of presentations related to oil pollution preparedness and response, 
which would fall within the remit of my Unit, however they related to 
preparedness at sea which is a Maritime Coastguard Agency function in the 
UK  - not a Council one.  There was no recognition that if mitigation measures 
at sea fail then the issue becomes a significant problem for the local authority.   
In this case raising this issue at this conference would have been out of 
context with the rest of the conference.  KIMO’s focus is very much on 
keeping sea clean, but in my opinion they do not appear to recognise that it is 
not always possible to prevent pollution coming onshore.  In Scotland, local 
authorities are well aware of their responsibilities in relation to oil pollution. 
 



I did mention this to the Orkney Island Council representative at the 
Conference and she thought this was a topic worth pursing at future 
conferences.   Orkney Island Council are to host the conference next year so 
this topic may be considered.   
 
The most useful presentation from my perspective related to an EU project to 
risk assess the potential for shipping incidents in the North Sea.  It will take 
some time before the information is available in the public domain.  It appears 
that this information, together with work we are doing with local oil and gas 
partners, could enhance our oil pollution response preparations and I will 
endeavour to determine whether we can access this information prior to public 
publication. 
 

 
3. REPORT AUTHOR DETAILS 

 
Donna McLean 
Emergency Planning Officer, Grampian Emergency Planning Unit 
Donna.mclean@moray.gov.uk,      01343 563865 
 
NB.   Aberdeen City Council is the lead authority in Grampian for emergency 
planning; providing services to Aberdeen City Council, Aberdeenshire Council 
and The Moray Council.   
 
Attachment:  Appendix A: Personal Notes from the Conference presentations. 
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APPENDIX A 
 

KIMO Conference – 3 – 5 October 2014 
Donna McLean’s Personal Notes 
 
Martin Hassellov – Survey and science communication of microplastics 
Professor at the Dept of Chemistry and Molecular Biology University of Gothenburg 
 

 video / photos – very emotive showing carcasses of birds and animals which have 

ingested plastics – of all sizes – eg bottle tops, lighters, small pellets.  Animals/birds 

can drown, suffocate and starve after ingesting plastics.  95% of North Sea Fulmar 

have plastic in their guts 

 also need to get rid of plastic in the oceans as they are unsightly, therefore affecting 
tourism which in turns affects finance; causes safety issues for fishing 

 We have this issue due to 

 Current lifestyle – single use plastics; packaging (this has been an issue since 
the 1950s) 

 300m tons of plastic produced annually  

 In the 1960s common to throw rubbish overboard 

 particular issue in 3rd world countries where people have to focus on clean up 

diverting their limited resources from day to day life 

 plastic travels round the seas, far from the initial entry point, due to currents, winds, 

etc 

 concern about micro plastics which fragment and get into the lowest levels of the 

food chain; plastic raw materials can be powder or pellets and can be spilt during 

loading/unloading and even small amounts can get into water. Companies claim this 

not to be a problem, but researchers have found differently. 

 different sizes of plastics affect different animal/fish/birds 

 some plastics include other pollutants (eg chemicals, flame retardants; etc) 

 detailed info on a study which was carried out in South Baltic – samples taken but not 

analysed as yet 

 public communication/exhibition on this topic –appears to have been successful 

 Consumers need to be aware of impact of plastics in day to day life (eg in 

toothpastes, body washes, etc) 

 The impact on human health (of plastic in the food chain) is not known.  

 exact extent of issue not known but expected to be high 

 

 

Jacob Strand – Microplastic: A neglected waste 

Senior Researcher at the Institute of Biosciene Aarhus University Roskilde 

 

 Similar presentation to the previous one. 

 Humans have always “littered” evidence going back to bronze age, but plastics and 

metals are very persistent 

 Sources:  recreation; sea based sources – such as ships; poor waste handling; pellet 

loss from production; airborne dust; extreme weather  such as hurricanes; long range 

impact 



 Issue of microplastics is a fairly new one; and includes plastics from personal care 

products 

 A number of studies have been carried out in Scotland and Denmark, in shellfish, 

birds, fish. 

 Plastic has many components important to differentiate between harmful and non 

harmful ones 

 Impact from offshore industry is not known. 

 

Carsten Jurgensen – minimising the risk of oil pollution in the NorthSea 

Chief Project Manager – Nature and Environment, COWI 

 

 BE-AWARE is a two year project (2012-2014), co-financed by the European Union, 
with participation and support from the Bonn Agreement. 

 North Sea is one of the busiest and most highly used maritime areas in the world. 

 Increasing competition (larger ships; new users; lots of protected areas) for space 
comes an increased risk of accidents that could result in marine pollution. 

 Identify risk reduction measures and their effects 

 Should give a management tool to deal with oil pollution 
o Used Automatic Ship Information system to determine where the ship is; what 

cargo 
o Looked at types of collisions (collision, overtaking, groundings, collision with 

wind farms, etc, different oils, ship types and size, wind conditions)  did try to 
include Hazardous and Noxious substances but information not as readily 
available. 

o Assessed movements round the UK for a year 
o Identified the network of traffic and identified where the risk of collision was; 

then built on an accident model. 
o Agreed common sensitivity mapping – as it differed in different nations – 

socio economic sensitivity also considered as well as conservation values; 
different coastlines have different uses; sealife; variations for seasons, etc.  
Maps not yet finalized. 

o Sensitivity maps will be combined with oil spill maps to get an environmental 
impact map and then models will be produced using a number of variables. 

o Mitigation measures identified and assessed in relation to effectiveness and 
efficiency.  These were plotted to determine cheapest and most effective.  It 
was recognised that political decisions may have an impact on mitigation. 

 An EU paper is to be produced (publically available); conference arranged, results 
published on internet and its up to countries to make use of the information.  Eg 
BRISK (a similar project but focusing on a different geographical area resulted in the 
Danish Navy moving their resources to areas of greater risk and in Sweden it 
influenced the placement of their response ships.)  

 Biggest risk in UK is from Oil Platforms – but study main focus was on ship traffic 
 

Alex Jensen,  Danish Maritime Emergency Pollution Preparedness and Response 

Fleet Marine Environment Commander, SOK Marine Environment 

 

 Agency includes both the navy and coastguard functions 

 Really just a show and tell about their resources –shipping and helicopters, 

stockpiles, etc 

 Run 5-6 exercises nationally and have agreements with partners – Bonn, 

Copenhagen agreements, etc 



 

 

Rasmus Normann Anderson, Emptying the Su Shan Hai of 10 year old oil 

Managing Director, JD Contractor 

 

 Description and photos of oil recovery in the emergency phase from the Fu Shan Hai 

 Large cargo vessel – carrying fertilizer which sank on 20 May 2003. 

 Largest shipwreck in Europe 

 Oil spill not apparent immediately – 2 June 2013 before  large oil slick appeared – 

moving towards Sweden – then wind direction took towards Denmark. 

 JD Contractor initially a sub contractor whose initial task was to  “plug” the hole.  178 

dives took place between June and Oct 2003.  Task finished when the insurance 

under P&I Club run out.  335t oil still on ship, but impossible to reach due to the 

fertilizer stored in tanks. 

 In 2013 – agreed it was necessary the remainder of the oil be recovered. 

o Challenges – growth on the shipwreck (grew well due to fertilizer!) reduced 

the light 

o All ship markings had disappeared – tried to work from plans but didn’t 

necessarily match up 

o Decompression 

o 147 dives over 50 days; 245t recovered, believed to be most of the oil – 

shortfall could be evaporation and/or inaccurate accounting from previous 

recovery. 

 

Donna McLean 

8 October 2014 

 
 


